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COUNCIL - 18 MARCH 2026
MOTIONS TO COUNCIL

MOTION 1

Motion submitted by ClIr Ted Strike, to be seconded by ClIr Tony Riordan:-
“Council notes that:

Adult Social Care is a national statutory responsibility placed upon local authorities by
Parliament, yet the current funding framework depends heavily on locally raised council
tax, including the Adult Social Care precept. Because council tax bases vary significantly
across England, residents in areas with lower property values are required to contribute
proportionally more to raise the equivalent level of Adult Social Care funding as those in
areas with stronger tax bases. This creates a structural and systemic inequity in the
financing of what is, by law, a national service. Council further notes that, despite
repeated commitments from successive governments to reform Adult Social Care
funding, the present arrangements remain unchanged.

Council further notes that:

The continued reliance on local taxation to fund a national statutory service is both
unsustainable and unfair. The responsibility for addressing this inequity, and for
establishing a fair and resilient national funding model for Adult Social Care, rests
squarely with Central Government.

Council therefore resolves:

(1) That the Chief Executive be instructed to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer

a) seeking an immediate and definitive timetable for the introduction of a
replacement national funding model for Adult Social Care; and

b) calling upon the Government to introduce, without delay, an interim national
equalisation mechanism for the Adult Social Care element of council tax, such
that residents in equivalent council tax bands contribute on a consistent basis
across England regardless of variations in local tax base.

(2) That the communication make clear that this Council considers the current funding
model inequitable and in urgent need of reform.

(3) That any response received from the Chancellor of the Exchequer be reported to Full
Council at the earliest available meeting.
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MOTION 2

1.

Motion submitted by ClIr Niall Innes, to be seconded by Clir Tony Riordan:-

This Council Notes:

That the Labour Government’s approach to public service funding, including the so-
called “Fair Funding” arrangements and recent national settlements, has failed to
deliver genuinely fair or needs-based funding for policing, fire and rescue services,
or local government in areas such as Cleveland.

That Cleveland Police has publicly and repeatedly warned that current Government
funding settlements are inadequate, unfair, and unsustainable, resulting in a
projected funding shortfall of around £2.4 million, equivalent to approximately 40
frontline police officers, despite continued high levels of crime, vulnerability, and
demand. Between 2024 2025, national police forces have seen a net decrease of
2,195 officers.

That Cleveland Police received the lowest percentage funding increase nationally, a
settlement which its Labour Police and Crime Commissioner has described as
deeply unfair and disconnected from operational reality, placing frontline policing at
risk.

That since Labour came to power in 2024, police forces nationally have faced
ongoing real-terms funding pressure, with forces such as Cleveland being forced to
plan for reductions in officer numbers, fewer specialist roles, and reduced
neighbourhood policing capacity, not because demand has fallen, but because
Government funding has failed to keep pace with costs.

That Cleveland Fire Brigade remains one of the most financially constrained fire
services in the country, with a structural funding gap projected at around £1.77
million, even after proposed council tax precept increases.

That Cleveland Fire Brigade has made clear that continued under-funding places
frontline resilience at risk, forcing difficult decisions on staffing, appliances, and
service delivery, and transferring the burden of national funding failures onto local
residents.

That Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council has itself been negatively impacted by the
Government’s funding framework, including:

e A worsening financial position driving poor fiscal planning.

e Missing out entirely on any share of the additional £740 million announced in the
Final Local Government Finance Settlement, despite significant local need.

e Being excluded from multiple support grants purely because of headline Core
Spending Power calculations that mask real-world pressures.
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This Council Believes:

1. That the Government’s “Fair Funding” approach is neither fair nor reflective of need
and systematically disadvantages areas such as Stockton-on-Tees and the wider
Cleveland area.

2. That current under-funding of police and fire services directly undermines public
safety, increases risk to residents, and erodes confidence in essential public
services.

3. That the Government’s reliance on council tax precepts to prop up police and fire
funding is regressive, unfairly shifting responsibility from the Exchequer to local
households, many of whom are already under severe cost-of-living pressure.

This Council Resolves:

1. That the Council write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, expressing this Council’'s
deep concern and strong opposition to the impact of the Labour Government’s
funding policies on Police and Fire Services, particularly the consequences of the
current Fair Funding approach.

2. That the correspondence explicitly highlights:

e The severe and disproportionate impact of funding shortfalls on Cleveland
Poalice, including the real risk of losing frontline officers and reduced community
policing in Stockton-on-Tees.

e The ongoing financial fragility of Cleveland Fire Brigade, and the unacceptable
risks this creates for emergency response and public safety.

e The failure of national funding decisions to recognise the needs of Stockton-on-
Tees and the wider Cleveland area, despite unambiguous evidence of demand
and need.

3. That the Council calls on the Chancellor to urgently review and reform current
funding arrangements, to:

e Deliver genuinely fair, needs-based funding for Police and Fire Services
Provide immediate redress for Forces and Brigades facing funding-driven
reductions.

e Ensure areas such as Cleveland Police and Cleveland Fire Brigade services
are no longer penalised by flawed funding formulas.

4. That the letter be issued on behalf of the Council by the Chief Executive.




